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Editor’s 

Byline 

It is a New Year  

Casey Macken 

Secretary/Editor 

Hi all, well here is my 

first attempt to fill in 

Howard’s shoes.  I hope 

you like it.  I really 

enjoyed what Howard 

has done and I tried to 

stay true to what he has 

created. 

The last part of the year 

was busy.  There were 

some great Christmas 

gifts at the Auction Buck 

meeting.  I want to thank 

everyone who was there 

and all the help I 

received running the 

meeting. 

Dick Simmons gets 

It’s OK to be a 

Generalist! 

By Tom Fortunato Chairman, 

APS Chapter Activities Committee 

(from the May 1995 issue of the 

Baltimore Philatelist) 

stamptmf@frontiernet.net 

I'm responding to an article by Reverend 

Edward Mullowney in issue of the 

Baltimore Philatelist (March, 1995). His 

basic premise is that this is the age of 

specialization, whether it is inside or 

outside the world of philately. I do agree 

with many of his points. In fact, I doubt 

there is a stamp collector out there who 

does not specialize in some facet of our 

great hobby, including me!  

However, sweeping aside the general 

collector as an "endangered species" is an 

inaccurate viewpoint. I am president of 

the International Society of Worldwide 

Stamp Collectors, some thousand 

members strong residing in over 45 

countries around the glob. Our members 

believe that worldwide collecting is a 

worthwhile pursuit and deserves 

recognition from organized philately.  

Just because we worldwide collectors 

haven't been vocal about our interests 

doesn't mean that we are facing 

extinction. In fact, I dare say that there 

are more worldwide collections in the 

closets of "specialists" than you might 

think! The typical scenario probably hits 

continued on page 2 
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kudos for organizing the set up and breakdown of the 

Christmas display at the Sparks Museum.  I believe 

Barbara Stanfield, John Walter, Teri and Harvey 

Edwards were there either putting it up or taking it 

down. 

The Christmas party was great with Dick Dreiling 

cooking the turkey and the roast beef.  Ask Dick how 

his cat liked his Christmas dinner. There wasn’t a lot of 

stealing of gifts except for the stamp embedded vase.  

It was the prize item.  Everyone had an enjoyable time. 

I want to thank Barbara Stanfield, Barbara 

Diederichsen and Kay Williams for their help in setting 

up Washoe Lodge.  Kay also gave the club some great 

USPS catalogs and current stamps.  I have enjoyed 

removing them from paper with the fantastic Pure 

Citrus.  They will be available in the penny box. 

For those of you who have not heard, Rafik Beekun 

had surgery in December. Check with Nadiah to see 

how he is doing.  Give your condolences to Dan 

Trabke, whose wife Barbara lost her battle with cancer.  

A card was sent to him from the club.  Kay Williams 

has been ill and I sent her a card. 

The January program is called ―Expanding Your 

Collecting Horizon‖ .  As we all know, stamp collecting 

naturally grows into areas we do not plan so it will be 

interesting to see how Stan is going to give us 

direction for all those items we have that we do not 

collect.  See you next weekend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

continued from page 1 

Getting Started 

in Philatelic 

Exhibiting 
 

by John M. Hotchner,* American 

Association of Philatelic Exhibitors 

 

Introduction 
―I can do this‖ was my reaction when I first 
paid attention to philatelic exhibits at a local 
club’s yearly show. And it turned out that I 
could. But not without overcoming a dozen 
reasons that argued against trying when I 
began to think seriously about making the 

leap from collecting to exhibiting. 
Although the idea of displaying our treasures for 
other collectors to admire is attractive, it isn’t 
something we can just do intuitively. Rather, I found 
that exhibiting is a craft that needs to be learned 
through trial and error. It is also a public expression 
of our interests, knowledge, and artistic sense; and 
that can be a bit daunting. I’d like to have a quarter 
for every time I’ve heard a collector say, ―I don’t have 
expensive stamps or specialized knowledge. I 
couldn’t compete with the exhibits I’ve seen.‖ 
I think all successful exhibitors began with some form 
of that thought. But you CAN compete —just 
recognize that you won’t get to Gold medals in a 
month. Learning the craft by doing, and building a 
prize-winning exhibit takes time, and the secret is 
having realistic expectations and goals. The purpose 
of this pamphlet is to help you get beyond the 
reasons why you may think you can’t or shouldn’t 
exhibit; and to think positively about your talents and 
abilities. You will be amazed at what you can do — 
and you will be amazed at how exhibiting can enrich 
your philatelic life. 

Competition.... is not the only reason to exhibit. The 
great majority of exhibitors ultimately enjoy seeing 
how high a medal their exhibit can earn. But it is 
equally okay to use your display to try to convince 
others that they should collect what you do. Or to 
educate other collectors on the breadth of a 
collecting area by highlighting many different 
specialty areas that are available. 
However, you will find that competition can be fun. 
America is an accomplishment-based society, and 
we learn from an early age that winning competitions, 
be they in sports or speech contests or to keeping up 
with the Jones’s, drives a good share of our daily 
thought. We are used to competition, but philatelic 
exhibiting competition is unusual — except for some 
limited instances, which will be described later — 
because exhibitors are not competing against each 
other. Rather our exhibit is competing against the 
standard of being the best it can be.   

Challenge 
Exhibiting is a personal challenge since you will 
develop skills you didn’t know you had. And in its 
most enjoyable form, it is also a philatelic challenge 
since you will create something unlike what anyone 
else has done in the past. In addition it will require 
you to pick a subject to exhibit that gives you room to 
expand your knowledge and your collecting, and to 
organize and study your material. Furthermore, by 
expanding your knowledge of what exists that can be 

part of your exhibit, and building your exhibit to the 
status of being the best it can be, you are also 
building a collection that can be worth more than the 
sum of its parts. 
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CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

MOSQUE 
JANUARY 14TH

 10:00AM 
Auction meeting  

MOSQUE 
JANUARY 28TH

 10:00AM 
Consignment Sales with Presentation 

 

BOARD MEETING 

MOSQUE 
JANUARY 14TH

 12:00PM 
Quarterly Board Meeting 

 

Stamp Shows 

NOVAPEX 
March 3-4. Redding 
http://www.reddingstampclub.com/index.html 
 
 
FRESPEX 
March. 24-25 Fresno (near Clovis) 
http://www.frespex.org/ 
 
 
SOPEX 
April 14-15 Southern Oregon 
http://www.norcalstamps.org/sopex.htm 
 
 
WESTPEX 
April 27-29 San Francisco Airport 
http://www.westpex.com/ 
 

. 

close to home.  

How many of you started off collecting U.S. 

stamps as youngsters? After a while, you probably 

became bored filling up all the spaces in your 

beginner's album with the common stamps and 

needed a new challenge. Perhaps a postcard from 

a vacationing relative with an unusual foreign 

stamp on it started you on the road to a worldwide 

collection. If you were very lucky, a relative 

helped you along or there was a neighborhood or 

school club keeping the "fire" alive. The process 

of growing up often meant that time for hobbies 

was minimal at best. How many times has the fire 

been rekindled by rediscovering that long 

forgotten collection years or decades later?  

A generalist has many advantages over those who 

specialize. Worldwide collecting provides a rock-

solid foundation for what used to be called social 

studies. It teaches foreign languages, culture, 

geography, and history, broadening one's 

perspectives from "me" to "we" in a truly global 

sense. From a philatelic angle, it provides the very 

stepping-stone of knowledge to specialize. After 

all, how many collectors know exactly what they 

want to collect from the get-go?  

After years of neglect and ridicule, worldwide 

collecting is finally gaining the respect it deserves. 

Supply companies and dealers are recognizing the 

potential we offer. Scott's has recently issued its 

first Classics Catalogue, catering to those who 

prefer the first hundred years. Two new album 

makers have just published works for the classic 

and modern issue collectors alike. Dealers love 

worldwiders like me, as we always have 

something to buy... and unlike specialists, can stay 

within a budget. No one is forcing us to buy all 

those expensive stamps. We buy what we want 

and leave empty spaces whenever we have to 

without feeling guilty about it.  

Finally, think of all stamp collectors as attendees 

at a great sit down dinner. We all have a seat at 

the table, but the specialist can never get past the 

first course. Worldwiders get a chance to sample a 

little of everything from soup to nuts, and can 

always go back for seconds without getting full!  

 

If you'd like to learn more about the smorgasbord 

the ISWSC offers, write to me for an application. 

Please include a self-addressed stamped envelope. 

continued from page 1 

http://www.reddingstampclub.com/index.html
http://www.frespex.org/
http://www.norcalstamps.org/sopex.htm
http://www.westpex.com/
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What will you be trying to do 
The basic idea of philatelic exhibiting is that you are 
telling a complete philatelic or thematic story using 
philatelic (and sometimes associated material in 
Display exhibits) to illustrate your points. Like a book, 
your story will have a beginning, middle and an end. 
The material will be described on the exhibit pages 
briefly, but it is the material that tells the story, not 
lengthy text. Once you understand this objective, the 
best thing that you can do is to make a point of going 
to exhibitions and taking time to look carefully at how 
others have done exhibits.  Part of the secret of 
success is in how you organize the material and the 
story, so that there is a logical flow. The other part of 
the secret is how you use the title page to outline the 
story you expect to tell. For some exhibits it is also 
appropriate to have a plan page which, like a table of 
contents for a book, provides the outline of the story, 
and tells the viewer where each part of the story can 
be found in the exhibit. 
In doing your exhibit, it is expected that you will use 
the best philatelic material, both in terms of quality 
and condition that you are able to get. And that you 
will label it accurately; providing information about it 
beyond what can be found in the standard 
catalogues or what is obvious from the stamp or 
cover itself.  Presentation – the pleasing arrangement 
of material and text, proper grammar and spelling, 
general neatness – all count as part of the judging 
criteria. But it is the philatelic material itself, and how 
it illustrates a complete story, that counts most. 

Getting Started: The Exhibit 
Subject 
The ideal is to pick some part of your collecting areas 
about which you feel special interest and curiosity. 
This should be something that is broad enough that 
you have a good accumulation of stamps and/or 
covers to pick from to put on your exhibit pages. If 
you collect it, you have probably already concluded 
that you can afford most of the material in the area. If 
not, think about that aspect, because telling a 
complete story may mean that expensive material will 
be needed as you rise in medal levels and at last 
attempt to win that Gold medal. 
Critically important is the title you pick for your 
exhibit. ―The Air Mail Issues of the United States; The 
First 50 Years‖ sounds simple enough, but that would 
lead the judges to expect that the pricey Zeppelin set 
will be included, not to mention the 24c 1918 inverted 
Jenny. So in selecting a subject and title, you need to 
strike a balance between setting a challenge that you 
can afford to meet, and a challenge that is worthy of 
a Gold if you meet it. Happily there are large areas of 
the hobby in which money is much less a factor than 
the effort of studying philatelic material and finding 

the elusive material to illustrate your knowledge 
about it. 

And Then? 
Next you need to get together all the material 
that fits within your proposed exhibit title, and 
start to organize it so that you know what you have. 
Then you should begin to get some ideas as to how it 
can be shown in an effective sequence.  Putting your 
material in stock cards in the order your story seems 
likely to take is the first step. This will also help you to 
begin to determine what you still need to tell the 
story. 
This Sounds Like Work —And indeed it is. 
Exhibiting is not easy. But what worthy challenge is? 
Instead it is exciting; even fun, once you get hooked 
on the challenge. It gives you a goal to work toward 
— whether it’s the exhibit itself, or the medal levels it 
can earn. 

Preparing The Exhibit 
Gone are the days when we had to spend hours 
preparing an exhibit page using a typewriter or by 
hand lettering. The computer has worked a 
revolution. It takes only moderate computer 
knowledge and a printer to do basic pages. And 
making corrections or revising a page takes five 
minutes instead of having to start from square one. 
You will need heavier-than-normal paper because 
the pages, in page protectors, will have to stand up in 
exhibit frames. 
Other than that, you don’t need special materials to 
get started. You may, as you get deeper into the 
craft, want to experiment with capabilities of your 
computer to do fancier pages, but leave that for later, 
when you are more comfortable. To begin, keep it 
simple. 

Exhibit Judging 
At the local and regional levels, experienced 
collectors often judge exhibits, and sometimes there 
are only 1

st
, 2

nd
, and 3

rd
 place certificates or medals. 

More often American Philatelic Society accredited 
judges also form part or all of the jury team, and each 
exhibit receives the level of medal it earns. The APS, 
the national philatelic organization in the U.S., 
accredits national level philatelic exhibitions and 
those who judge them. Judges, who are themselves 
successful exhibitors, must successfully complete a 
training program, which includes developing the skill 
of providing feedback to exhibitors. This assures that 
exhibiting criteria will be uniform, and consistently 
applied at all of the 30+ national ―World Series of 
Philately‖ (WSP) shows held across the United 
States each year. The Grand Award winner — the 
best exhibit — at each WSP show ultimately meets 
all the other Grands head-to-head in the annual 
Champion of Champions competition. 
In evaluating exhibits the judges use specific criteria 
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that is laid out in the APS Manual of Philatelic Judging, 
and you should obtain and read this carefully even if 
you are not interested in medals. Why? It also explains 
the different classes and divisions in which exhibits 
can be entered. You will need to know what is 
expected of, for instance, a one frame postal history 
exhibit, as compared to a multi-frame traditional 
exhibit. It also explains Display Division (in which you 
can use non-philatelic material), Illustrated Mail, the 
Cinderella Division, Revenue and several other types 
of exhibits. 

Other Resources 
Exhibiting is a learning experience, and at its best, it is 
also an interactive experience with other exhibitors. In 
fact one of the best parts of exhibiting is that it is a 
path to meeting other people who share your interests, 
and collectors who (having seen your exhibit) will 
search you out to offer material and information to 
improve your exhibit.  Judges will offer specific 
suggestions for improvements if you make the effort to 
attend the critique session that they are required to 
provide.  Also, they will review your exhibit with you at 
your frames if you ask. 
Earlier I suggested that one of the best learning tools 
is to go to shows and look carefully at what exhibitors 
have done. Take a notebook, and write down the 
techniques you think are most effective, and which you 
might be able to use in your own exhibit. Make the 
effort to get to know some of the exhibitors, and tell 
them that you are just getting started.  Most will be 
truly happy to help you over the path they have already 
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taken. Written resources can also be helpful. First join the 
American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors, an 
organization of nearly a thousand exhibitors and aspiring 
exhibitors, judges and show administrators, which puts out 
a quarterly magazine called The Philatelic Exhibitor, which 
many beginners have found to be an essential resource. 
The address for AAPE and the APS will be found at the 
end of this pamphlet. Among AAPE’s services is a free 
critique service through which you can get a judge’s review 
of a developing exhibit before you ever put it up in frames. 
You might also consider purchasing a new book released 
at Washington 2006, titled ―The Philatelic Exhibitors 
Handbook, Third Edition,‖ expanded and revised by Ada 
Prill, with assistance from many others in the exhibiting 
community. It is actually an updating of Randy Neil’s 
landmark work by the same name, first published 20 years 
ago. This book provides a wealth of information on how to 
choose a subject, the mechanics of developing the exhibit, 
what a title page should contain, and much, much more. 

When Your Exhibit Is Ready For Prime 
Time 
Or as it is beginning to take shape, write to several shows 
to get their exhibit prospectus. Read the prospectuses 
carefully, for they will tell you a lot about how the host 
committee will conduct the show, and what is expected of 
the exhibitors. Pick one of more shows you would like to 
enter, preferably close enough to home that you can 
attend. And then enjoy the show experience from a 
completely new perspective. 

A Final Word 
The exhibiting world is one of challenge, personal 
achievement, new friends, and sometimes a little 
frustration. You may not always receive the award you 
think your exhibit should earn. It may take longer than you 
hoped to build to that Gold medal. But persistence pays. 
Disappointments along the road just make the ultimate 
victory that much sweeter. 

21 Suggestions For Getting Started With 
Your First Exhibit 
1. Have reasonable expectations. A Gold is the end of the 
rainbow. You will get there, but be content to start with any 
medal at all. 
2. Take care in picking your exhibit subject and title. 
3. Join AAPE, and read about others’ experiences to see 
how they might apply to you. 
4. For ideas about titles/subjects and to see how others 
have done exhibits, visit nearby shows and study the 
exhibits. Adapt good ideas and effective techniques. 
5. Put all your relevant material together, and begin to 
organize it into a story. 
6. Get and read the APS Manual of Philatelic Judging. 
7. Study your material to make certain that you know as 
much about it as possible. 
8. Dummy up your exhibit pages using stock cards to place 
your stamps and covers in the way they might be arranged 
on an exhibit page. 
9. Describe your material briefly, without stating what is 
obvious from stamps or covers. Then put your descriptions 

on small pieces of paper, and add those to your stock 
cards. 
10. As you survey what you have, pay attention to what you 
still need to tell the complete story. 
11. As you begin to make pages, keep them simple to start; 
plain white paper — no borders. 
12. Make certain that the story line of your exhibit is clear. 
13. Pay attention to neatness, spelling, and other elements 
that will make your pages attractive to look at and easy to 
read. 
14. State facts in your exhibit, not opinions or generalities; 
e.g. ―One of six reported examples‖, not ―rare‖. 
15. Have friends or family look at your pages to proof read 
them for you and to make sure that the story and text 
makes sense. 
16. Enter your first exhibit at a local or regional show to get 
your feet wet. 
17. Take your exhibit to its first several showings, attend 
the critique, and ask judges for at-the-frames observations. 
18. If you don’t get the award you expect, get the judges’ 
suggestions, and keep improving the exhibit. Realize that 
any worthy challenge has moments of frustration. 

19. Use the AAPE Critique Service to get a more in-depth 

critique. 
20. Think of your exhibit as a work in progress. Even after 
you get to Gold, you can improve it. 
21. You may not agree with all judges’ comments, but 
disagreement is not license to be disagreeable. Listen 
carefully; ask for clarifications, correct misimpressions 
politely. 

Help In Getting Started 
This pamphlet is brought to you by the American 
Association of Philatelic Exhibitors. Visit our website at 

www.aape.org , or write to Tim Bartshe, 13955 30
th
 Ave., 

Golden, CO 80401 

(timbartshe@aol.com) if you have questions not 

answered here. AAPE wants to help you get started. We 

hope you will join with us. The American Philatelic 

Society is the national umbrella organization for the 

United States, with 45,000 members, 600 local stamp 

club chapters, and 200 national specialty societies. 

APS also regulates the national stamp show and 

exhibition system. The APS Manual of Philatelic 

Judging is available from the APS, 100 Match Factory 

Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823, for $9.60 (members) or 

$12.00 (nonmembers). 

For membership information write to the above address 

or visit www.stamps.org. “The Philatelic Exhibitors 

Handbook, Third Edition” will be available from 

Subway Stamp Shop, and from many philatelic literature 

dealers. Google “Subway Stamp Shop” for further 

information. 
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ClassicNevada 
Stamp & Supplies 
Buy & Sell Stamps, Postcards, FDCs and 
Photos and Documents of Mining + Western 
interest 

Nadiah Beekun - Philatelist 
151 N. Sierra, Reno, Nevada 89501 
inside the Antiques & treasures Mall, 

Check out our website; Renostamps.com 
(775) 762-4905 classicnevada@Yahoo.com 

BENNY'S BIN 
Art Deco Jewelry 
One of a kind Odds & Ends Victoriania  

Jacqueline Bloomquist 
151 N. Sierra Reno, NV 89501 
inside the Arts & Antiques Mall 

WANTED - US aerogrammes 
addressed and used to overseas 
locations. Needed: UC42, UC44, 
UC44a, UC46, UC49, UC52 to 
UC62, UC63a and UC64. Paying up 
to 100% of SCV. John Walter 
john@walter-us.net 

Wanted; the 1949 Silver Wedding ssue. 
Have you seen this stamp? There are 
several like it from other British colonies. 
I need about half of them to complete my 
collection. Contact Howard at (775) 677-
7143 or artfulputz@aol.com 

For Sale; Stamps and Covers at 
my online 
store at Wensy.com. Type 
―artfulputz‖ in the 
search box. click on ―user‖ then 
―go‖. You’ll 
have to join but its easier than 
eBay. Most 
prices start at 1/3 of Scott. Contact 
Howard at 
artfulputz@aol.com 

[WANTED: Germany Third Reich 
postcards from the Carl Werner 
Studios - B/W or color, photo or 
illustrated mint or used. Paying 
$35.00 and up depending on subject 
matter and condition Stan Cronwall 
849-7850 or stlaine@aol.com 

Davies Stamps 
Worldwide Stamps & Supplies 
Discounted  
Arline & Edward Davies 
Owners 
1631 Picetti Way (775) 835-0195 
Fernley, Nevada 89408 
Stamps2go.com.com, 
Stamporama.com 
eddavies@sbcglobal.net 

WANTED: Germany Third 
Reich "Kinder Cards" mint 
or used These are cards 
showing children "playing at 
war" usually with some junior 
sized weapon, helmet and/or 
uniform. 
Most are color but some can 
be B/W. Most are illustrated, 
but some are photography. 
Paying $35.00 and up 
depending on subject matter 
and condition.Stan Cronwall 
849-7850 or 
stlaine@aol.com. 

WANTED: Germany Third Reich 
illustrated postcards by the artist 
Wolfgang Willrich -B/W or color, mint 
or used. Paying $35.00 and up 
depending on subject matter and 
condition. Stan Cronwall 849-7850 or 
stlaine@aol.com 

WANTED: Germany Third Reich 
postcards from the Eric Gutjahr 
Studios - B/W or color, photo or 
illustrated mint or used. Paying 
$35.00 and up depending on 
subject matter and condition Stan 
Cronwall 849-7850 or 
stlaine@aol.com 

WANTED: Germany Third Reich 
postcards from the Heinrich 
Hoffmann Studios (Hoffmann was 
Hitler's personal photographer) 
B/W or color, photo or illustrated, 
mint or used. Paying $ 45.00 and up 
depending on subject matter and 
condition. Stan Cronwall 849-7850 
or stlaine@aol.com. 
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The answers to the Christmas quiz are easy. They are "A, B & C"  just in case you were checking your answers.  Here 
is the quiz and it is about the US.  Howard wants to remind everyone that the questions come from a book written for 
the APS by Bill Olcheski called ―100 Trivia Quizzes for Stamp Collectors.‖ It was written in the seventies so the 
questions don’t involve newer stamps. I am going to try to get a copy for myself.  Good luck with the quiz! 
 
1. What kind of fish are shown on the 1979 stamp honoring sea research? 
     A) Herring                               B) Cod                               C) Mackerel                            
 
2. What king is shown on a 1972 series of semi-postals?                 
     A) Harald V                             B) Gustav VI Adolph         C) Margaret   
 
3. What city is the plane flying over in the 1930 airmail stamps? 
     A) Goteborg                            B) Stockholm                    C) Oslo               
                    
4. What festive day is featured in the EUROPA issue of 1975? 
     A) New Years Eve                B) Christmas                    C) Midsummer’s Eve  
 
5. What is shown on the first two Swedish stamps?  
    A) Numerals                            B) King Harald                 C) Coat of Arms 
 
6. What saint is featured on a 1941 stamp? 
      A) Saint Peter                        B) Saint Bridget                C) Saint Gustav     
                 
7. Hjalmar Branting is shown on a 1960 stamp. What was his position in the Swedish government?  
     A) Prime Minister                   B) House Speaker          C) Sgt. at Arms  
 
8.  What sport is featured on a 1967 issue? 
     A) Table Tennis                      B) Skiing                            C) Basket Ball 
 
9. What ancient warship, salvaged in 1961, is shown on a 1969 set? 
     A) The ―Wasa‖                        B) The ―Bjorn‖                    C)  The ―Kon Tiki‖  
 
10. What famous singer appears on the 1975 stamp for the International Women’s Year? 
      A) Greta Garbo                      B) Paris Hilton                   C) Jenny Lind 
 
 
Bonus question:  
 

 

When will Fresno have the stamp show? 

 
 

 

 

 

That’s it for this month.  I hope you like the new Post Boy.  Thanks for reading. 
 

 

 

 

January 2012 Quiz 


