




Eddystone Lighthouse 

 

The Hazard: Eddystone Rocks 

The Eddystone Rocks sit in the 

English Channel, about 9–14 miles 

southwest of Plymouth. Mariners 

have feared them for centuries—

Christopher Jones of the Mayflower 

called them “a wicked reef of 23 

rust‑red rocks” that threatened 

every ship entering the area. 

The First Lighthouse 

(Winstanley’s Tower, 1698–1703)  

The construction was timber, highly 

ornate, almost whimsical. It was the 

first lighthouse ever built on an 

open-sea rock. Fate: Completely 

destroyed in the Great Storm of 

1703, killing Winstanley and the 

keepers. This dramatic loss became 

one of the most famous lighthouse 

disasters in maritime history. 

The Second Lighthouse 

(Rudyard’s Tower, 1709–1755) 

The construction was primarily 

timber and stood for nearly 50 

years. Fate: Burned down in 1755 

after the lantern caught fire. 

The Third Lighthouse (Smeaton’s 

Tower, 1759–1882) The 

construction was interlocking 

granite blocks inspired by the shape 

of an oak tree which revolutionized lighthouse engineering; the dovetail stone technique became standard. 

Fate: Foundation destabilized by rock erosion; upper portion dismantled and re‑erected on Plymouth Hoe 

as a monument. 

The Fourth Lighthouse (Douglass Tower, 1882–present) The construction was of massive granite 

tower, far stronger and taller than its predecessors. The height: 49 m (161 ft); Automation in 1982; 

Current Status: Still active, operated by Trinity House. This is the lighthouse seen in most modern 

photographs including the one above—rugged, cylindrical, and built to withstand the worst seas in the 

Channel. 

Why the Eddystone Story Matters 

The Eddystone sequence is a micro‑history of engineering progress: From ornate timber to fire-

resistant stone; From trial-and-error to scientific engineering; From human keepers to full automation. 

Few sites on Earth have hosted four completely different lighthouse designs, each representing a leap 

forward in maritime safety. 

(This page was added in February 2026 after archiving this Post Boy issue.) 










