Japan New Constitution Souvenir Sheet
By Howard Grenzebach

Issued May 3rd, 1947, to introduce the Japanese people to their new constitution after WWILI. the Diet
Building figures prominently in the 50 sen design because it symbolizes the Diet's status under the new
constitution as the highest "organ of state power.

After the issuance of these stamps, the chrysanthemum crest of sixteen petals, which is the personal em-
blem of the imperial family rather than a national coat of arms, disappeared from Japanese stamp de-
signs. It has since been seen only on the 1959 series commemorating the wedding of the Crown Prince,
where it had a logical connection with the occasion.

i ik 48 35 “We, the Japanese people, acting through duly elected representatives in
i the National Diet, determined that we shall secure for ourselves and our
posterity the fruits of peaceful cooperation with all nations and the
blessings of liberty throughout this land, and resolve that never again
shall we be visited with the horrors of war, through the action of gov-
ernment, do proclaim that sovereign power resides with the people and
do firmly establish this constitution. Government is a sacred trust of
the people, the authority of which is derived from the people, the
powers of which are exercised by the representatives of the people,
and the benefits of which are enjoyed by the people. This is a univer-
sal principle of mankind upon which this constitution is founded. We
reject and revoke all constitutions, laws, ordinances, and rescripts in
conflict herewith.

We, the Japanese people, desire peace for all time and are deeply
conscious of the high ideals controlling human relationship, and
we have determined to preserve our security and existence, trust-
ing in the justice and faith of the peace-loving people of the world. We desire to occupy an honored
place in an international society striving for the preservation of peace, and the banishment of tyranny and
slavery, oppression and intolerance for all time from the earth. We recognize that all peoples of the world
have the right to live in peace, free from fear and want.

We believe that no nation is responsible to itself alone, but that laws of political morality are universal: and
that obedience to such laws is incumbent upon all nations who would sustain their own sovereignty and jus-
tify their sovereign relationship with other nations.

We, the Japanese people, pledge our national honor to accomplish these high ideals and purposes with all
our resources.”

This is the preamble of the Japanese constitution. The sentences in bold were used on the souvenir
sheet. The full constitution was printed and sent out to all addresses in Japan to familiarize the people
with the new order of things. That job was entrusted to Dr. Ashida Hitoshi, a Diet member who later be-
came the Prime Minister of Japan.

Special thanks to Ken Kamholz, the publisher of "Japanese Philately" the newsletter of the ISJP (Interna-
tional Society for Japanese Philately) for sending the information found on this very special page. Thanks
also to the people who assembled the information that I have used here.

The souvenir sheet had a printing of 603,300, Scott 831a. Printing was by photogravure on grayish wa-
termarked paper. The souvenir sheet measures 5” x 71/1¢”".

Howard Grenzebach is currently a Director of NSSS and collects Worldwide pre-1950, early Grenada, and Swiss
standing Helvetia.
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