Message-Reply Card Put in the Wrong Mailbox

By Patrick Crosby

In days not that long ago, there were many street mailboxes where postal patrons could drop their letters
and cards for delivery. Sometimes there were two similar collection boxes near each other, with one being

specifically for packages and perhaps reading “For Packages Only.”
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Red handstamp reads “RECEIVED WITH PACKAGE BOX COLLEC-
TIONS (N.Y.P.O. STATION W). Sent Nov. 26, 1915

ApAMs EXPRESS COMPANY
MONEY ORDERS |
give to the public the most up-to-date | |
method of sending money by mail, | / \_
with the least amount of trouble and |
expense.
RATES FOR MONEY ORDERS

Not over $2.50 3 cents o 4 -
Over$ 2.50to$ 500.. . Bcents / [ &7 » )
Over$ 5.00 to $ 10.00.____ 8 cents / / e P ) P
Over $10.00 to $ 20.00 10 cents { = / & & '

Over $20.00 to $ 30.00
Over $30.00 to $ 40.00
Over $40.00 to $ 50.00__.__18 cents ;
Over $50.00 to $ 60.00_ 20 cents ; A 4 Q ’
Over $60.00 to $ 75.00_____ 25 cents
Over $75.00 to $100.00_____30 cents

Over $100.00 at above rates / .4

_.12 cents
15 cents

But who reads mailboxes until it's
too late? It was such a common oc-
currence that letters and cards were
being incorrectly dropped in a col-
lection box meant for packages that
post offices had handstamps and
machine cancellers made reading
something like “Received In Pack-
age Box Collection.” It was one of the
most common auxiliary markings
used and explained to the addressee
why the article took longer than typ-
ical to deliver. Even though the post-
mark used to be common, nowadays
examples aren’t so easy to find be-
cause of collector desirability and
its being so obvious.

The message half of a paid reply
postal card shows a Universal
Stamping Machine Company cancel.
The canceller (or Kkiller) portion on
the right was likely interchangeable
and the postal clerk would switch
the canceller in the hub, stack the in-
correctly mailed covers, run them
through the postmarking machine,
then switch back to the normal can-
celler.

Enlargement of the cancel with
the killer portion reading:
“RECEIVED IN PACKAGE BOX
COLLECTIONS?”).

The International Postal Supply Company had a similar looking killer used on its machines, but the dater
portion of the duplex cancel always has the year in an arc at the bottom of the dial.

November 2024



Correspondence
Form No. 14.
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In this case Adams Ex-
press Company sent a
prepaid postal card to a
customer for more in-
formation - “shipper
unknown as from un-
known.” It seems the
customer mailed the
reply half back. Notice
that Adams Express
took the opportunity to
advertise their Money
Orders on the front of
the message card.

The feature postal card is the message half of Scott UY6, called UY6m. The United Postal Stationery Society
(UPSS) catalog includes three different length roulette separations. These are measured just like postage
stamp perforations - per 20 mm. UPSS MR12 separations 1, 2 and 3 are 6.25, 5.8 and 2.9 respectively. Even
though it’s only half of the message-reply card, this card’s separation can still be read at 2.9, making it UPSS

M12 sep. 3.

This was the first and last time that such a course separation was used because it didn’t work.
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Patrick Crosby collects U.S. postal stationery, stamps and postcards with an emphasis on postal history.

For Sale: Monogrammed golf shirts with the Nevada Stamp Study Society logo
for $25. The monogram can also be placed on a shirt you provide for $15. Right
now, the shirts are dark blue with white monogram or white shirt with dark blue
monogram. Members regularly wear monogrammed shirts at meetings.

Contact member Dave or Susan Gehringer (925) 300-6703 or email them at:
ds-ginger@sbcglobal.net. They will need your shirt size and color when ordering.
Cropped logo from a shirt is on the right.
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