A Pioneer Holidays Greeting Card
By Patrick Crosby

RK
QSOUVE’:;?A(T)EFR e

@%ﬁ éy Lé/? L //77 ld

AND A

/6/// J/wﬂ @em

S

> / /
’6// S o A = =
£ 7/
2
Z > / e g
>— 7T % J/
A
S A D s -
. LA
“ ” 7/
/ - 7 /
>/ 7
4. J
) y i i £ “
A A S = / ? /
3 .

A colorful view of Broadway in New York City by publisher Ed Lowey is from the Classic Pioneer
postcard period (May 1, 1893, to May 17, 1898). It was one of 17 views, mostly of New York City, in
his “Souvenir of New York” series and was printed on both private postcards and government postal
cards.

Later “Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year” was printed on some of the cards to boost sales dur-
ing the holiday season. The card shown (Friedman P#13811) was mailed to Germany, postmarked
Dec. 21, 1897.

In April 1886, the Universal Postal Union (UPU), which the United States was a member, decided that
member government issued postal cards were to have the wordings (or similar) “Carte Postale”, and
“Universal Postal Union” to receive a reduced international postage rate.

At the time a %2 o0z. letter was 5¢ and postal cards were 2¢ (equivalent to 25 French centimes and 10
centimes respectively). Not until June 1897, did these requirements apply to private postcards to the
dismay of publishers like Ed Lowey whose supply of cards (probably made in Germany) did not have
the proper inscriptions. To get around this requirement, publishers sometimes added “Printed Mat-
ter” to take advantage of the 1¢ international printed matter rate enjoyed by newspapers and others.
However, if there was any written correspondence the letter rate applied, as in this case.

The UPU had decided in 1879 to adopt a stamp color scheme for the basic postage rates: 1¢ green, 2¢
red, 5¢ blue. Many smaller UPU member countries complied, but some large countries, like the United
States, did not. When the UPU delegates convened in Washington, DC in May and June 1897, some
smaller countries shamed the laggards into eventual compliance.
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The post card was postmarked Dec. 21, 1897, in New York. It has a receiving
postmark of Dec. 31, 1897 at Crefeld, Germany.

The featured card with its correspondence has a 5¢ chocolate Grant stamp (Scott 255 or 270 if wa-
termarked). The USPOD did not have a blue 5¢ stamp until March 1898 - the same design in blue (Sc.
281). At this time blue 1¢ stamps changed to green, with other color changes as necessary.
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Patrick Crosby collects U.S. postal stationery, stamps and postcards with an emphasis on postal his-
tory.

Priority Mail Express Retail - Proposed new rates to take effect Jan. 19, 2025

Flat Rate Envelope 31.40
Legal Flat Rate Envelope  31.65 These are the minimum rates. The price increases
Padded Flat Rate Envelope 32.25 depending on weight and distance (zones).

There is NO proposal to increase the first-class mail or post card rates in January
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